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have been the ingenious and learned conjec- | been designed as the Patent of his Royal Pre- 
tures, concerning their origin, and meaning; rogative, erected on this highway of the na- 
but, for the most part, with small hope of ever | tions, and publishing to mankind the founda. 
attaining to a knowledge of the truth. For it; tion of his imperial title, to the confusion of 
| did not seem at all probable, that inscriptions, | all gainsayers;pretenders, rebels and usurpers 
\in characters and a langsage, which for many to the end of time. 
generations had been totally forgotten, would} ‘ That the Persian monarch,” says Rawlin- 
ever be deciphered. Yet the wonderful suc- | son, “ took extraordinary pains to ensure the 
cess of Champollion and his co-labourers, in| permanency of his record is evident by its 
unravelling ig mysteries of the Egyptian) position. Instead of being placed on a level 
hierog!yphics, powerfully stimulated other | with the spectator, where it would be subject 
minds to this investigation. Accordingly,|to injury and disfigurement, it has been en- 
about twenty-four years ago, Grotefend—one graved at an elevation = = 300 feet from 
of those hard-working Germans, whom no the base of the rock, and the ascent is so pre- 
task, however aluereds or lengthened, seems | cipitous, that a scaffolding must have been 
For “ The Friend.” | to dismay—published to the world the result | unquestionably used for the convenience of the 
The Rock of Bebistun | of his labours, imsearch of a key to the arrow- | workmen employed in its execution. It might 
5 | headed characters, of which these ancient in- | be supposed, indeed, that the object was to re- 
On the northern boundary of the plain of | scriptions are composed. After him followed! pel, rather than invite, inquiry, did we not 
Kermansha, in Persia, ig a range of barren! Rask, Klaproth, St. Martin, Burnouf, Lassen, | find in the body of the record that the publi- 
mountains, the eastern extremity of which ter- | Jacquet, and Beer; and, finally, in 1845, an city of the monument is especially enjoined 
minates abruptly in a rocky precipice facing | English competitor for the prize made his ap-|vpon succeeding monarchs. In its natural 
the east, about 1700 feet in height. ‘This pre- | pearance in the lists and bore away the palin. | state it must have been altogether unapproach- 
cipice overlooks that ancient road, used from |'To him the reputation of success has been | able, and if it were intended, therefore, that 
time immemorial, along which the caravans | awarded, such publicity should be attained by the inde- 
travel from the regions round about Babylon| “ The researches of Rawlinson,” says Lord | pendent perusal and observation of all comers, 
toward India and the more remote countries | Auckland, “ have raised his name to the high- | rather than by the communication of the con- 
of southern and middle Asia. No great dis-|est rank among the learned of Europe, and | tents of the inscriptions by the Magi or other 
tance from this remarkable precipice and im- | will throw a steady light upon ancient history | guardians of the spot, then there must have 
mediately upon that great thoroughfare, lies | and philosophy.” |existed some artificial means of ascent, either 
the famous city of Ecbatana, now known by| At the last meeting of the Royal Asiatic by steps or ladders. At present, nothing of 
the name of Hamadan. Diodorus mentions, | Society, strong testimony was borne to the the kind can be perceived, and the climbing of 
that the great Queen Semiramis, on her march | interest which his discoveries “ upon records | the rock to arrive at the sculptures, if not po- 
from Babylonia to Ecbatana, encamped for a|left by the actors of history in the days of | sitively dangerous, isa feat, at any rate, which 
time near a mountain called Bagistanon, a| Cyrus and his successors,” have excited on the | an antiquary alone could be expected to under- 
part of the precipitous surface of which she | And well they|take. Darius could not have foreseen, of 


European side of the Atlantic. 
caused to be smoothed and sculptured with a| may ; for they have given to us an original | course, the iconoclastic [or image-breaking] 
figure of herself, surrounded by her guards ; 


record of important historical facts, graven | passion of Islam ; yet, it can hardly be doubt- 
and that she also had a commemorative in-| upon the solid rock, in the days of Daniel, | ed, that to the safeguard which he provided of 
scription cut upon the rock. Several circum-| that is, more than two thousand years ago; | an inaccessible position, is to be alone attribu- 
stances concur to identify this spot—now | executed by command of that great monarch | ted the preservation of the tablet from the fate 
named Behistan—with the precipice in ques- | of the Medes and Persians whose Prime Min- that has befallen, at the ruthless hands of the 
tion. The geographical position agrees with | ister was the Jewish prophet ; “ for he prefer- Arabs, so many of the other antique monu- 
that indicated by the historian, there is a re-| red Daniel above the presidents and princes,” | ments of Persia.” 
semblance between the modern and ancient|and “thought to set him over the whole| The invention of the telescope has however 
names, and the rock to this day, bears upon | realm”—that same Darius, the Mede, to whom | obviated the necessity of clambering the rock, 
its surface the remains of sculptured figures |‘ Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and|and modern antiquarians read and copy the 
and inscriptions, much defaced hy lapse of 


figures and inscriptions very comfortably from 
time and the hand of violence. They cover a 


Shethar-boznai, and their companions,” in | 
vain protested against the rebuilding of “ the | below. 
surface of about 150 feet in length, by 100 
feet in height, and are at an elevation of some 


house of God which is at Jerusalem.” Not-| ‘The sculpture “exhibits a line of twelve 

withstanding the enmity of the Princes of his | erect figures, of about half the size of life. One 

80 feet from the base of the rock. empire, he was the friend of the Jews, who|of them bears the insignia of royalty, and is 

But much higher than these, and somewhat | were detained in captivity at Babylon, and | distinguished by his more majestic stature, with 

farther east, in a spot very difficult of access,| even issued “a decree, That in every domi-|two armed attendants behind him. He holds 

yet quite conspicuous from the great road, is | nion of his kingdom, men tremble and fear be-| a lance in his left hand, and rests it, together 
another piece of sculpture, accompanied by a 
very extensive inscription, or group of inscrip- 
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fore the God of Daniel; for he is the living | with his left foot, upon the body of a prostrate 
God, and stedfast forever, and his kingdom|man who lies upon his back, and with out- 

tions, in a state of excellent preservation. 

These have been the gazing-stock and wonder 


of passers-by for many ages. Their appear- 
ance and position, have often been described 
by modern travellers from Europe, and many 


that which shall not be destroyed, and his do- 
minion shall be even unto the end.” 

The inscription on the mountain of Behis- 
tun contains a concise account of the establish- 
ment of his dynasty, and would seem to have 


stretched hands scems imploring for mercy. 
Standing thus, and holding up his right hand, 
with the two forefingers extended, and the 
other two pressed down on the palm, he seems 
addressing his commands or admonitions to 





nine captives who stand before him, all of| 
whom have their hands tied behind their backs, 
and are united by a rope passed roun their! 
necks. In the centre of the whole, above the 
heads of these persons, appears the aérial per- 
sonage who so often figures in Persian sculp- 
tures, and which has been supposed to be the 
Ferwer, a spiritual prototype of the king, | 
which, according to the Zendavesta, always 
hovers near him.” 

According to the solution of Rawlinson, the 
principal figure represents Darius, and the 
prostrate and bound figures, ten kings whom 
he overthrew in the establishment of his em- 

ire. A legend, or inscription, is placed in 
immediate connexion with each of them. That 
over the head of the monarch is rendered 
thus :— 

“*T am Darius the king, the great king, 
the king of kings, the king of Persia, the king 
of the (dependent) provinces, the son of Hys- 
taspes, the grandson of Arsamas, the Ache- 
menian.’ Says Darius the King :—‘ My fa- 
ther was Hystaspes; the father of Hystaspes 
was Arsames; the father of Arsames was 
Ariyaramnes ; the father of Ariyaramnes was 
Teispes ; the father of Teispes was Achwme- 
nes.”—Says Darius the king :—* On that ac- 
count we have been called Achemenians, from 
antiquity we have been unsubdued, (or we 
have descended,) from antiquity our race 
have been kings.”—Says Darius the king :— 
“ There are eight of my race who have been 
kings before me, | am the ninth. Fora very 
long time we have been kings.” 

The surface of the rock upon which the fig- 
ures and inscriptions are cut is somewhat irre- 
gular in form, but, as well as one can judge 
by Rawlinson’s copy and appended scale, 
would measure about 48 feet in length by 28 
feet in height. The lower half of the tablet is 
occupied by eight columns, or pages, of arrow 
headed writing; in the midst of the space 
above these, are the sculptured figures of the 
king, his attendants and captives, with their 
respective legends ; to the left of the figured 
portion of the tablet is a broad column of writ- 
ing, and to the right of it are four narrower 
columns. Eleven of these columns are about 
eleven feet in height and vary from three to 
six feet in width. Enumerating the columns 
and legends, the inscriptions are divided into 
forty-three separate compartments. Some of| 
them are so much décayed as to be illegible ; 
but happily, although the whole of the writing 
is in the cuneiform or arrow-headed alphabet, 
they are in three languages, viz. :—Persian, 
Median and Babylonian ; the two latter being 
translations or transcripts of the first. This 
circumstance, it will at once be perceived, was 
of great advantage to the antiquarian, afford. 
ing him the means of satisfactorily proving the 
accuracy of his translations into the European 
languages. 

The narrative contained on the rock of Be- 
histun, enables us at this remote period to cor- 
rect some mistakes committed by Herodotus— 
the father of History, as he is styled; yet 
while it may tend to render us more and more 
cautious of receiving as truth whatever the 
ancient, uninspired historians may have trans- 
mitted to us, it, on the other hand, so confirms 
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i cardipal facts embodied in the records | 
which have desééndéd to us, as to guard us| 
against that other extreme, into which men of 
sceptical minds would fain lead us, the utter | 
disbelief of all history. 


(To be continued.) 
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TRACT ASSOCIATION. 


Atan Annual Meeting of the Tract Associa- 
tion of Friends, held Third month 15th, 1848, 
the following Friends were appointed officers 
of the Association for the ensuing year, viz. : 


26,055 


In addition to the usual distribution of 
Clerk.—Nathan Kite. Tracts, the Managers were engaged to pre- 
Treasurer.—Joseph Scattergood. pare, on the occasion'of an illumination de- 

. Managers.—Jobn C. Allen, William M.| signed to celebrate the martial victories of the 

Collins, Edward Richie, Josiah H. Newbold,} United States armies in Mexico, a short ad- 

Paul W. Newhall, Horatio C. Wood, Samuel | dress, showing the inconsistency of such re- 

Bettle, Jr., Joseph Kite, William H. Brown, | joicings in the destruction of our fellow men ; 

Charles Evans, Israel H. Johnson, William| which was generally distributed throughout 

Bettle, Charles J. Allen, William Scattergood, | the city of Philadelphia and districts. It was 


Joseph Walton, Jr. 
ANNUAL REPORT. 
To the Tract Association of Friends. 


The Managers report, That during the} 


year ending Third month Ist, 1848, there 
have been printed and received at the Deposi- 
tory 136,050 Tracts. 
Stock on hand Third month 
Ist, 1847, 155,125 
Making a total of 
The stock on hand, inc!ud- 
ing bound vols., Third 
mo. Ist, 1848, 187,629 


291,175 


Making the distribution for 
the year, 103,546 
Extending to most of the States of the Union, 
as well as to some places more distant, 
The following summary comprises the most 
important items of their circulation ; viz, 


Taken by auxiliaries, and other 
Tract Associations, 

Sold for cash, including bound vol- 
umes, 

Furnished to colleges and schools 
in various places, including Phi- 
ladelphia and its vicinity, 

To Soup and Alms-houses, facto- 
ries, boatmen, steamboats, rail- 
road cars, seamen, &c. &c. 

To a vessel of war, and volunteers 
for Mexico, 

To prisons in Pennsylvania, and 
elsewhere, 

To various religious professors and 
missionaries, 

Coloured people, 

Missionaries to China, 

Shawnee Indian School, 

For distribution in Pennsylvania, 

New Jersey, 

New York, 

New England, 

Ohio, 

Virginia, 

Georgia, 

East Tennessee, 


13,143 


1,644 


2,896 
600 
300 
805 

6,401 

3,813 

2,495 

3,291 

4,061 

1,464 


1,662 


,also inserted in some of the daily papers in 
this city, and republished by Friends in New 
York. Some were sent to several of the neigh- 
bouring cities, It is believed the effort to call 
the attention of the public to the subject was 
seasonable, and productive of benefit. Seve- 
ral instances have been related of individuals, 
whose minds were arrested by the reading of 
the address, and they prevented from partici- 
pating in the illumination. 

4,320 juvenile books have been disposed of 
during the year; and 91 bound volumes of 
Natural History. We would call the attention 
of teachers and others to this series, as attrac- 
tive in their character, and well suited to the 
use of children. The bound volume on Na- 
tural History makes a very suitable reading 
book for schools. 

We have issued during the year two new 
Tracts of four pages each. One, entitled 
‘“« Eustace and Cornelius,” forms No. 91, and 
and the other, “ Two Instances of Divine Pre- 
servation at Sea,” No. 92, of our Series. 

As usual, an Almanac was prepared for the 
year 1848, and an edition of 15,000 copies 
printed, most of which has been disposed of. 

An Auxiliary, formed in Morgan county, 
Ohio, has been recognized, under the title of 
the Pennsville Auxiliary Tract Association. 

We think it needless again to recommend 
our publications, believing that their value is 
generally appreciated. A large number of 
them are now gratuitously distributed, and it 
|is desirable to interest Friends more generally 
in the subject of our labours, that the circula- 
tion of our tracts may be further increased. 

Signed by direction, and on behalf of the 

Board of Managers. 
Jostan H. Newsoxp, Clerk. 

Philada., Third mo. 14th, 1848. 


Slavers Captured.—The following slavers, 
captured by British men-of-war, while attempt- 
ing to run slaves, are reported in the last Eng- 

lish papers:—“ The following prizes have 
| been taken into St. Helena, viz.: Adventario, 
felucca, prize to the Styx, 15th of October ; 


520 Sappho, brig, prize to H. M. S. Contest, 28rd 


of October ; Sy!phide, prize to steamer Pene- 
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lope, 24th of October ; Venus, schooner, prize | 
to steamer Styx, 24th of October ; Isabel, brig, | 
prize 





peace. Oh! the depths of the misery, , both of | ‘treaty entered into between the Governor of 
shame and sorrow, which many poor prodi- | Sierra Leone, oa behalf of Great Britain, and 


to Styx, 22d of November ; Flamingo, | gals have had to endure, before the stubborn | Siaca, King of the Gallinas, the country in 


prize to Styx, Ist of December ; Eolo, prize to, will of the creature was bowed before the Cre- | |which the settlement was situated, to break up 


H. M. S. Devastation, 1 15th of December ; 
Louisa, brig, prize to H. M.S. Heroine, Vth | 
of December. ‘The Louisa had six hundred 
and forty slaves on board, chiefly children ; 
seveaty or eighty died on their passage to St. 
Heleva, and they were continuing to die at| 
the rate of about four per day.” 





For ‘* The Friend.” 


“Gather the Children.” 


In youth with thoughtless folly crowned 
I sinful roved from day to day ; 

Until the Lord in mercy found, 
And turned me from my evil way. 


The present is a season, in which the living 
and rightly concerned members of the church 
are called to mourning and sackcloth. Deep 
calleth unto deep, and sorrow answereth sor- 
row, because of the many deviations from the 
right way of the Lord, into which Zion’s chil- 
dren have been betrayed. 

But it is, in a more especial manner, on be- 
half of the dear youth, that | find my mind 
at present exercised; believing that as they 
are exposed to so many temptations, their 
friends ought to be very faithful, in inciting 
them to coastant watch{ulness against the ap- 
proaches of evil things. There are at this 
season of the year many places of diversion 
open, and many iaducements held out to allure 
young Friends to enter them. And there are 
other places of resort, which although not call- 
ed places of amusement, are yet fraught with 
much danger to our unwary and inexperienced 
youth, by opening to them a door of departure 
from that path of self-denial, ia which alone 
we can, with certainty, make straight steps to 
our feet, or feel confident of finding true peace 
at the end of our course, 

If we turn a little way aside, afier ever so} 
little things, we will soon find the cords of va- 
nity lengthening, and our gratified desires 
strengthening to follow with avidity, afier 
other aod still more deceitful pleasures, until 
the straight gate and narrow way which lead 
to life, will have been utterly forsaken for the 
broad gate and wide way that lead to des- 
truction. 

How many precious sons of Zion have, by 
yielding again and again to small temptations, 
strayed far away from the paths of peace, and 
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,ator, and made humble enough to receive re- ‘the slave trading settlement on his coast. In 
pentance unto life. pursuance of this agreement, the settlement 
I feel, according to my capacity, much tra- | was blockaded, and the damage done for which 
‘vail of soul on behalf of the outcasts, who are|the plaintiff sued. ‘The main point raised is 
now from very hunger, made to remember, | the law under which the defendant acted, irre- 
that in their father’s house there is bread | spective of the moral considerations involved in 
enough and to spare. Aad my fervent desire an inquiry of this kind. The case closed on 
is, that that good resolution may be perfected | Wednesday afternoon, when a general verdict 
in them, which would lead them back to their | in favour of the defendant was returned. Mr. 
Father’s feet with contrite hearts, in humble |M. D. Hill, Mr. Martin, and Mr. F. Robinson, 
acknowledgment of sin and of unworthiness,|appeared for the plaintiff, and the Attorney 
petitioning to be made even as one of the hired | and Solicitor-General, with Messrs. Godson, 
servants of his household. Cockburn, and Willes, for the Crown and the 
“Has the Lord forgotten to be gracious ?| defendant.—London Paper. 
hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies ?” 
Ah! no. The fatted calf, and the best robe, 
are ever ready to feed the hungry, and clothe 





Old-fashioned Preaching.—* | have some- 
times wondered why Peter was so successful 
the nakedness of every repenting and return-|on the day of Pentecost as to convert three 
ing son. And let me entreat every wanderer | thousand by one sermon, as | do not learn 
from the fold of rest, to look unto “ Jesus the | that he was ever a very great scholar. But 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood | last night as | was reading over the chapter I 
of sprinkling that speaketh better things than| think [ found out the secret. He had been 
that of Abel.” Yea, come unto him who will | | baptized with the Holy Ghost just before he 
forgive your backslidings, and heal your ma-| began his sermon. He had received the pro- 
ladies, and cleanse you from defilements, and | mise of the Father. He had got the right net, 
will present you before the throne of his Fa-|and had got it on the right side of the ship, 
ther’s glory with exceeding joy. But there is,|and mo wonder he was so successful, Paul, 
{ am persuaded, a remnant still left among us,|too, talks about preaching ‘ with the Holy 
who have been preserved by the grace which | Ghost sent down from heaven,’ and he said, 
is in them, in a good measure from the defile- |‘ lt is not [, but Christ that dwelleth in me 
ments which are in the world. And these} that doeth the work.’ This was the secret of 
also must suffer ; partly on their own account,|the old-fashioned preachers’ success, and as 
and partly on that of others, in filling up that | old-fashioned as they were, they had well-nigh 
which is behind of the afflictions of Christ for|turned the world upside dowa in one short 
his body’s sake, which is the church. These} century.”—C. Advocate. 
are the true wrestling seed of Jacob, the salt 
of the earth, the children of the promise, the| Toleration.—‘ All religions are tolerated 
Lord’s hidden ones: who live by faith and|here,” says an English Baptist missionary, 
walk in love, watching unto prayer. To) writing from Ningpo, China, “if you will be- 
every one of these children of the light and of | have ‘yourselves well, and not interfere with 
the day, the exhortation is addressed, “ Hold | government affairs, The imperial family has 
that fast which thou hast, that no man take | adopted the maxim to leave every man to be- 
thy crown.’ lieve what he pleases, and to practise what he 
likes, if he will be a good subject. This tole- 
ration consolidates the emperor’s power over 

Slave Trial.—Recently, the Court of Ex-|the different nations which live under his scep- 
chequer was occupied by a trial at bar, Burn | tre.” 
v. Denman, before Barons Parke, Alderson, | 
Rolfe, and Platt, with a Special Jury. The| Borrowed Sermons.—The Eclectic Review 
question involved is, the legality of the conduct| mentions a curious instance—one amongst 
pursued by a part of her Majesty’s forces oa | many which might be cited—of the mode in 
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the coast of Africa in 1840, in landing at the | which Dissenters often unwittingly support the 
Gallinas, and destroying several barracoons,| Church, and are often admitted to its pulpits: 

in which slaves were kept, prior to embarka-/|‘* Few have any conception of the extent to 
tion for the Brazils and Cuba. At the same/which the sermons of Nonconformists are 
lime nine hundred slaves were set at liberty. | preached in the churches of the Establishment. 
The action was brought against the Hon. Jos- | We kaow a parish church, in which aa [rish 
eph Deaman, (son of Lord Deaman,) leader) orator delivered with great glory and much 


of the expedition, who then filled the rank of | applause, the sermons of Jay and Parsons. A 


from their Heavenly Father’s house! thus 


oad 





and losing that sweetness and innocency which 
were theirs, when the dew from the Lord rest- 
ed upon thei¢ tender branches. The heart 
bleeds for these wanderers ina dry and barren 
land, who have been reduced to the sad alter- 
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native of feeding upon the husks which swine 
do eat, but which can never satisfy the long- 
ings of an immortal soul. 

I can enter very feeliagly into sympathy 
with these stray sheep from the green pastures 
of life; having been made deeply sensible of 
the distress, which at seasons is given them to 
endure, as much in mercy as in judgment, that 
repentance may lead them to forgiveness and 


dimmiag the light of his blessed countenance 


Commander ; and the plaintiff is a Spanish | leading minister among us, went one afternoon 
merchant, owner of some of the barracoons, | into the church of a fashionable watering 
and resident at Gallinas. He now brought an | place, and heard himself preach !"—Presb. 

action for damages, on the ground that the | 
settlement was under the Spanish Government,| Where charity keeps pace with gain, indus- 
which recognized the slave trade, and, there-| try is blessed; but to slave to get, and keep it 
fore, he held legal property, according to the | sordidly, is a sin against Providence, a vice in 
laws of that State, in all the slaves liberated, »| government, and an injury to their neighbours, 
with buildings, &c. The defence set up is a} 
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For ** The Friend.” 


The Signs of the Times. 


| with a plain dress, but that he found 1 no 01 
| stitute would be accepted. But great was his 
| surprise on coming into the office, to find that 


hae eminent minister who wry an education 
| among the Baptists, and through submission to 


| the requirings of her Divine Lord and Master, 


While many substantial Friends have seen | instead of meeting him with scoffs, they seem- became a plain consistent Friend, attending a 


the sorrowful declension in our religious Socie- | 
ty, from the simplicity and integrity, and the | 
life and power of Truth, accompanied in some | 
with modified sentiments on doctrines, 

have been unwilling to admit that any amongst 


‘ed to be struck with awe, and to treat 
him with even more deference than before, 
| —they felt the change in a man of his high 
[bearing and spirit, and_ silently respected 


his submission to the power of religion, He 


| Yearly Meeting when the subject of education 
‘wee before it, and it was evident from the an- 
| swers to the queries, that some parents allow- 
ed their children to frequent places of diver- 
sion, and other descriptions of resort, which 


us held any doctrinal views dissimilar from | lived a few years after the important change | they would not frequent themselves, made this 
| remark, es Friends, where there is danger for 
the sheep, there is danger for the lambs !” 
Where parents desire their children to become 
it to remain Friends, they must govern them 
2 the restraints of the same Divine law, by 


the ancient faith of the Society. “1 know of} 
none who have adopted any principles differ- | 
ent from those of Friends. Doctrines have | 
nothing to do with the divided feelings prevail- 
ing among us,” is the language which has been 
often used on different occasions. It is a 
common saying, “ none are so blind as those 
who will not see ;”” and it is a striking fact, 
that while many among us have been striving 
to conceal or palliate the departure in spi- 
rit and in principle, in some occupying respon- 
sible stations in the flock, members of other 
religious societies have seen it clearly enough, 
and have not hesitated to declare it openly. 
‘These remarks have been suggested by the 
perusal in one of our newspapers, of a notice 
of the life of Elizabeth Fry, which contains the | 
following passages. 
The editor says: “Running parallel with | 
her philanthropy we see emancipation from 
party ; not as cause and effect, but as conse- 
quences arising from the same source, branches 
JSrom the same root. Some of her remarks in 
the volume before us, with reference to the 
peculiar discipline and habits of the Society, 
are alike just and beautiful.” She says: 
«We ave in the midst of the Yearly Meet- 
ing, to me a very important time, as I am 
greatly interested in the welfare of the Sucie- 
ty. 1 do most fully unite in most of its prac- 





which he underwent ; and individuals since his 
death have spoken highly of the consequence 
of his faithfulness, which was not obvious in 
his dress only, but also in the increased cir- 
cumspection of his life—no minor point to 
him. 

Elizabeth Fry’s memoir proceeds : 

“I do not like the habit of that mysterious, 
ambiguous mode of expression, in which 
Friends at times clothe their observations and 
their ministry. 1 like the truth in simplici- 
ty ; it needs no mysterious garment.” 

Are there no mysterious modes of expres- 
sion in the Holy Scriptures? Certainly there 
are many; and it is mostly from the sacred 
record that Friends have obtained those forms 
of language in speaking upon the deep myste- 
ries of the kingdom which are in general use 
among them. “But it is a remarkable fact, that 
some in the Society find fault with that very 
language and doctrine, laid down in Barclay’s 
Apology, which is founded upon and couched 
very much in scripture language; as if 
they wanted nothing in religion but what 
can be comprehended, by the natural under- 
standing of man, improved by study and 
learning, and the labours of commentators—a 


which they have been governed themselves, 
The fear of enforcing “ the peculiar scruples 
of Friends” becanse they are ‘ not delectable” 
to the taste of volatile, giddy young people, or 
** quite to leave even the sober-minded to judge 
for themselves,” would at once make the im- 
pression that those scruples were little else 
than imaginary. And what an inconsistency 
in the parent to profess that such scruples are 
of Divine origin, and that where they are 
adopted from principle, they bring a blessing 
with them, and yet not to feel that prin- 
ciple to lead them to bring up the child in the 
way he should go, for fear the simple habits 
which vital Christianity leads into, should 
prove a stumbling block to the wayward 
child ! 

From such sentiments and such practice, 
particularly in those who occupy the places of 
leaders of the people, degeneracy will creep in, 
and if generally acceded to, overwhelm the 
Society ; especially where the promulgators 


religion of the head more than of the inward | are held up as patierns, and their characters 


cross and power of godliness, by which this 
earthly will and wisdom is crucified, and the 


—_ sentiments published and spread through- 


out the land, as if worthy of all imitation and 


tices and principles, but still [ may say, 1 | soul planted together with Christ, in the like- | acceptance. 


have somewhat against it. | see that we may 
improve as we go on, if that which first led us 
to be a peculiar people, be kept to by us. 1 
think in our meetings for discipline too much 
stress is laid on minor parts of our testimo- 
nies, such as plainness of speech, behaviour, | 
and apparel, rather than on the greater and | 
weightier matters of the law: these lesser 
things are well, and | believe should be attend. | 
ed to: but they should not occupy an undue | 
place.’” 

These minor points cost the founders of the 
Society much, as pioneers in the work of re-| 
formation, when they began to stem the tor- 


ness of his death and sufferings, and thereby 
| prepared to partake of the likeness of his res- 
urrection. ‘This is a mystery to the carnal 
'mind, but revealed to those who have been 


|made babes in Christ, and have grown from 


that to the stature of strong men in Him. 

On the training of children, as quoted in the} 
same paper, she says: 

“ Something has occurred which has brought | 
me into conflict of mind; how far to restrain | 


The longer I live 
the more difficult do | see education to be; 


|more particularly as it respects the religious 


On church membership Elizabeth Fry says, 
as again quoted : 

“| was too poorly to go to our Monthly 
Meeting to-day ; which | do not much regret, 
as my dearest son J was to send in his 
resignation of membership ; | so much feel it, 
that | think perhaps I am better away. | be- 
| lieve my dear J—— has done what he now 
i thinks best; there | leave it; and though I cer- 
|tainly have much felt his leaving a Society I 


| young persons in their pleasures, and how far|so dearly love, the principles of which I so 
to leave them at liberty. 


much value, yet no outward names are in re- 
cality of much importance in my view, nor do 
think very much of membership with any 


rent of corruption ina proud and frivolous | restraints that we put upon our children ; to do| outward sect or body of Christians—iy feel- 


people. 
faithful bearers of the cross deep suffering, in | 
some form, since that day. A member in this | 
city who had received a liberal education, and | 
mingled in what is considered the best culti- | 
vated society, a man of no slender abilities or 
narrow mind, being brought under religious | 
concern for his everlasting welfare, believed | 
jt to be his relivious duty to lay aside his gay 
apparel, and put ona plain garb. He told a 
Friend that when he was walking to the office 
where he transacted business as head of a 
company, if laying down his life could have 
been substituted for the sacrifice, he felt as if 
he would have preferred submitting to it, rather 
than to meet his associates in business there 


jand important point. I begin seriously to 
doubt, whether as it respects the peculiar seru- 
ples of Friends, it is not better, quite to leave 
sober-minded young persons fo judge for them- 
| selves. Then the question arises, When does 
this age arrive? | have such a fear that in 
so much miring religion with those things 
which ore not delectable, we may turn them 

| from the thing itself. I see, feel and know, 
that where these scruples are adopted from 
principle, they bring a blessing with them: 
but where they are only adopted out of con- 
formity to the views of others, I have very 


serious doubts whether they are not a stumb. 
ling block.” 


And they have cost thousands of enc ugh and not too much, is a most delicate ing is, that if we are but living members of 


the church of Christ, this is the ‘only member- 
ship essential to salvation. Belonging to any 
particular body of Christians, has, 1 see, its 
disadvantages as well as advantages ; it often 
brings into the bondage of man, rather than 
being porely and simply bound to the law of 
Christ ; ; though | am fully sensible of its many 
comforts, advantages and privileges.” 

We need hardly make any comment upon 
this extract. 11 contains the notice of such an 
event as we might look for among the children 
of a leading and influential speaker, holding 
the sentiments and feelings respecting the 
“ministry,” “ the mysterious, ambiguous mode 
of expression” used by Friends—* the pecu- 
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liar scruples” and “ minor parts of our testi- are charging it upon faithful Friends, who can-| all the heart, we are intermingling with that 
monies,” which we find in the memorandums | not for Jerusalem’s sake hold their peace, when | which is not distinguished by Gospel simpli- 
of Elizabeth Fry, as they are quoted. {It could | they see our Christian doctrines and testimo-| city, but which has a tendency to bring us to 
hardly be expected that any of the children of nies insidiously assailed, and doubts attempt- | be satisfied with many things, out of which as 
a person entertaining those views would do|ed to be raised in the minds of the young|a people, we were brought by a strong hand, 
otherwise than “ send in their resignation of| members, whether those doctrines and testi-) and a stretched out arm, which delivered from 
membership” in a body characterized as the| monies, or a connection with the Society, are| the iron hand of cruel persecution, as well os 
discipline and ministry are by the parent, | of much importance, and even whether they | from all false dependance in religion. All 
“ whose sentiments, against so much mixing; have not their disadvantages. | will not however, return, either to the maxims 


religion with those things that are not delect- | 
able,” would be so congenial with their love} 
of liberty, and the natural antipathy to be re- | 


What would such men as Samuel Fother- | or customs of the world, or to the beggarly 
gill, John Griffith, John Churchman, Nicholas | elements, to be again brought into bondage ; 
Waln, Richard Jordan, William Jackson, and! a@ precious seed remaineth and will remain, 





strained “ in their pleasure.” a host of such, who were pillars in the So-| however hidden, where the rea! life of the cru- 

We have not made these selections, al-| ciety, have said respecting works containing | cified Immanuel will be found, and who will 
though we have ascertained their correctness | the disparaging opinions quoted from those | by and by, come forth and shine as the chil- 
by examining the American edition; they | memoirs? We may safely conclude that in| dren of Him who is Light, and in whom is ne 
were made by a hand unknown to us, and ap-| the authority of Truth they would have testi-| darkness at all. Yea, | believe it shall yet be 
pear to have been transferred from the London | fied against them. And how can members| the inquiry relative to such ns abide in the 
Examiner to a newspaper in this country, for| professing to support the doctrines and disci-|‘Truth, ‘ Who is this that looketh forth as the 
the purpose of exalting the reputation of their| pline of Friends, reconcile it with their con-| morning, clear as the sun, fair as the moon, 


author. What inconsistency they display in 
speaking at one time of being “ greatly inter-| 
ested in the welfare of the Society,” “a So. | 
ciety | so dearly love, the principles of which 
I so much value,” while at another she says, 
** | do Most fully unite with most of its prac- 
tices and principles, but still | have somewhat 
against it.”"—** No outward names are in re- 
ality of much importance in my view ; nor do 
I think very much of membership with any 
outward sect or body of Christians” —* belong- 
ing to any particular body of Christians, has, 
I see its disadvantages,” &c. 





sciences to give their countenance in any way | and terrible as an army with banners,’ ” 
to the circulation of opinions so at variance} ‘To which the following reply was returned, 
with them. addressed to the writer and her companion :— 
The following declarations of two ministers} “I seem constrained to acknowledge the 
in England given during periods in which the | receipt of your interesting communication. My 
innovations of modern writers produced the} faith still holds out, that the Lord’sown works 
Beacon schism, show their faith respecting the | will praise him. G! he has done wonders in 
Society and its principles. generations that were before our days; that 
One of them who joined it from religious | passed through the sea and through the cloud, 
duty and convincement of its principles, says|and the Rock following them, which rock is 
in 1832, “ Who can set forth the compassion | Christ revealed in the soul, believed and cher- 
which has followed me, and does yet help,| ished, as a Leader and Teacher, made known 
teach, and comfort me! that has united me to| to the simple, faithful, humbled heart.” © All 





It was only with “ most” of the prac-|a people whose genuine religious principles | 
tices and principles of Friends she united ;| satisfy every faculty of my soul, and are my | 
of course there were some of them that she! strong consolations, with hope in a Redeemer’s | 
did not accord with. Such sentiments, if| love and power,” 
received generally, would dissolve the bands In another letter she says: “ Well, dear 
of religious Society, and turn every one at , is it not a marvellous mercy, that as a 








the sacrifices made in obedience to gentle re- 
quirings, in the early part of my spiritual war- 
fare of faith, O! they have been abundantly 
repaid; yea seven fold, though it was to the 
giving up of father, mother, and my father’s 
house. I record not this to boast; O! no; but 


large to adopt and propagate on those sub- | people we are not forsaken! Prophets and_| if it might be so, | would encourage a rising 
jects, whatever notions they might choose. | prophetesses are yet raised up among us. May | generation to obey the ‘still small voice mani- 
We have no authority from the doctrines | these go on in the strength of the Lord. Ac-| fested within, the Word nigh in the heart.’” 


and practice of Christ and his Apostles, for| cept this my poor offering of affection in the) 


In 1834, the other again writes: “The 


the sentiment, that belonging to a body! seventy-eighth year of my pilgrimage, and | present is a time peculiarly calculated to de- 
of Christians has its disadvantages. Did| permit me to add, that with reverence and | press; for yet within the borders of our reli- 
the first converts to Christianity find disad-| heart-contriting thankfulness, I acknowledge | gious Society, we find there is, too generally, 
vantages in becoming members of the early | the mercy that united me toa religious people, |a sliding from that situation in which Infinite 
church? Where is the genuine, substantial| whose genuine principles of faith in Christ; Wisdom and Power placed our early prede- 
Quaker who ever found any disadvantage in! Jesus, as a Mediator, a Sacrifice for sin, and|cessors ; where their light shone as froma 
belonging to the Society of Friends? Many | reconciler to God the Father, through justifi-| hill, and men seeing their good works were 


have blessed the name of the Lord, and have} cation and sanctification, is fully satisfying to| induced to glorify our Heavenly Father. I 


had good cause to do it, in that they have be- 
become members, and through Divine Grace| 
have partaken of the strength with which 
they have been strengthened out of Zion, by 
the spiritual travail and labours of living mem. | 
bers of the Society. But persons discon-| 
tented with its “practices and principles,” 
who “have somewhat against it,” and would 
be regarded in the character of Reformers ; 
have caused disunity and unsettlement, and 
brought much distress upon those who are not 
ashamed of the minor testimonies, nor of the 
plain way of preaching which mechanics and 
husbandmen have been led into, although their 
language may be deemed “ mysterious” or 
“ambiguous” by the letter-learned and car- 
nally minded. It is the spread of such al 
ions, by persons who are regarded of high dis- 
tinction among men, that is now agitating the | 
Society ; while those who are identifying them- 
selves with the writings and their authors, | 





every faculty of my soul, as the glad tidings | could say much in a plaintive strain, but I for- 
of salvation.” bear. Let me watch well over my own heart! 
In 1833, she writes to the same: “ My spi- | besides there is room, amidst all our occasions 
rit craves for more evident marks of godly | of sadness, to be humbly thankful that the sure 
simplicity among the Quakers, so called. 1} Foundation is kept to, by a living remnant ; 
am one of those who mark the boasted ‘ march | and also that a little firm faith is vouchsafed, 
of mind’ with a jealous fear. ‘The refinements | that the ancient testimonies of the immutable 
of our day seem, in my view, to draw the| Truth, will continue to be upheld by at least 
mind from under the cross of Christ. Accord-|a few; and the standard raised in its dignity 
ing to my observation, we are not the pluin| and simplicity. That which has stood the 
unfashionable people, that if faithful, we should | test of ages will yet stand through all, being 
be; we are too generally intermingled with | truth and righteousness unfailingly, and it re- 
the manners and maxims of the times. Ever- quires not the torch of human reason to search 
lasting mercy can yet turn and overturn, and | it out.” 
settle a faithful people.” | Notwithstanding the degeneracy, there are 
The other Friend who appeared in the min-| many throughout the Society to whom the 
istry at an early age, writes in 1833: “ In| doctrines and testimonies of Truth as held by 
short, my dear Friend, | feel alarmed in see- ancient Friends, are precious, a large number 
ing that we as a community, are in great dun-| of whom are among the young members, who 
ger of leaning to the understanding of man | have been deepened by the trials which they 
and that for want of trusting in the Lord with' endure in this day of sifting. Let them con- 
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tinually bear in mind that the Foundation stand- | in Philadelphia, Seventh month 8, 1739, She| state and condition open before me, and en. 
eth sure ; and He who has touched their hearts | received a good education, and her mother) able her in one of our First-day evening meet- 
with his love, enamoured them with his Truth,| who was zealously attached to the forms and ings, to speak so pertinently to my situation, 
and kindled a fervent concern for its exalta-| doctrines of the church of England, endeav-|in showing the consequence of trifling with 
tion, will not forsake his church and people, | oured to bring her up in the same profession. | Divine conviction, and proclaiming God’s love 
while their love and allegiance to Him are) But the child soon manifested a partiality to} through Christ to all returning sinners, that [ 
maintained, but will grant deliverance in his | the meetings of Friends, which she often soli-|cried out in the bitterness of my spirit, ‘ Lord 
time, which is to be waited for. |cited permission to attend. Her mother fre-|what wilt thou have me to do to be saved?” 
quently consented, thinking no harm would |So yr a was my heart reached that I 
result to her daughter, who she deemed was|was made willing to forsake everything here, 
For ** The Friend.” |too young to judge in matters of religion.|to obtain peace ;—yea, my ite life would 
The Voice of Warning. ene says, that sometimes Rebecca wan-|not have been too great an offering if it had 
ered at that early age into the meetings of|been required,—that | might have inherited 
The voice of warning is frequently used in| ministers and elders, whose members did not|eternal salvation.” 

the Holy Scriptures, indicative.of Divine dis- | think it needful to turn out such a child, who} ‘O! the many days of sorrow, and nights 
pleasure at the apathy or defection of the|sat down quietly and made no disturbance. of deep distress that I passed through! How 
chosen people, and of the churches formerly.| Although fond of sitting in silence in the meet-| frequently did | cry éut, * Lord save me, or | 
The language to the church of Ephesus, ap-|ings of Friends, Rebecca was yet a child full|perish! I almost despaired of finding mercy ; 
pears at the present time to be peculiarly im-| of animal spirits, whose earnestness in play,|—for sin, not only appeared exceeding sinful, 
pressive.—*t Remember therefore from whence | won her the title in good old Anthony’s mind but my soul’s enemy almost persuaded [me] 
thou art fallen, and repent and do the first| of ‘ romping Beck.’ that my sins were of so deep a dye, and so 
works ; or else I will come unto thee quickly,| As she grew older, to her mother’s inquiry, | often repeated,—that | had neglected the day 
and will remove thy candlestick out of bis|‘* What she went to Friends’ meetings for,”|of my visitation, and that, though I might, 


Z. 


place, except thou repent.” (Rev.ii.5.) And 
mingled with the compassionate regard of a 
long-suffering and benevolent Creator, how 


she replied, “1 don’t know ; but I believe they | like Esau, seek the blessing with tears, I should 


are a good people, and | like their way, for 
there is not so much rising up, and sitting 


forcibly does this language of persuasion de- 





\down among them as at church,” She says 
scend to us as a Society, with an appropriate| her mind was secretly drawn “ towards this 
warning. ‘Cast away from you all your) people, not only to go to their meetings,—but 
transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed ; | | loved even the sight of an honest Friend. | 
and make you a new heart anda new spirit, | was at times under the influence of another 
for why will ve die, O house of Israel? For || spirit ; and though I loved the people, and very 
have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, | early discovered a beautiful order, and becom- 
saith the Lord God: wherefore turn your-|ing deportment in their meetings, I could not 


selves and live ye.” (Ezek. xviii. 31, 32.) 
State of New York. 


—_—_— 
& 


give up my days to lead such a life of self- 
denial, as the Divine Instructer in my own 
breast at times plainly directed me to. I lov- 


;not obtain it. But forever magnified be the 
‘kindness and goodness of the Lord my God, 
| —the everlasting Father,—He left me not 
here, though | was in the situation described 
by the prophet,—I was greatly polluted, lay 
wallowing in the filthiness of the flesh, without 
any succour from temporal connections, and 
a stranger to the Lord’s family. ‘ Not wash- 
ed at all, nor salted at all, but cast out as in an 
open field, void of any inclosure ;—none eye 
pitied me, to do any of those things to me,’ 
when the sure Helper passed by, beheld me 
|in my deplorable condition, cast his mantle of 


For‘ The Friend.” |€d vanity and folly, and to keep unprofitable | Divine love over me, and with a most power- 


Thomas Scattergood and his Times. 
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company, by which I was led into many evils, 
and quenched the blessed Spirit from time to 
time, Yet, not wholly, for oftentimes in the 


ful voice said Live! Yea, he said unto me 
Live! I was again encouraged by the renew- 
al of Divine favour to enter into solemn cove- 


‘midst of my career | was favoured with its|nant with that gracious Being, whom | had so 


As Catharine Payton was entering one of secret smitings, and from which it was impos-| highly rebelled against, and so justly offended ; 


Friends’ meeting-houses in Philadelphia, about 
the 29th of Third month, 1755, a girl of 15! 
or 16 years of age, slipped what appeared to | 
be a letter into her hand. Asat that time she} 
could not examine it, she transferred it to her | 
pocket, and took her seat in the gallery. When 
the meeting closed, the paper was opened, and 
proved to be a communication from one who 
was passing through much religious exercise. 
The writer was already convinced that she 
must bear the fire of the Lord in its inward) 
burning, until it should consume all the cor- 
ruptions of her heart, that she might be pre-| 
pared to feel true peace, and spiritual enjoy- 
ment, for she expressed her conviction that 
she should only receive consolation as she) 
was fit for it. No name was attached to this 
letter, and Catharine Payton, whose heart was | 
dipped into sympathy with this unknown lamb, | 


sible to fly. Frequently when in bed, or alone, 
my heart was made uneasy for the multitude 
of my transgressions ; so that | often promised 
to amend, for | greatly feared to die. But 
alas! though I made covenant, | soon forgot 
it, and returned to the same things for which 
| had been reproved, and thus added sin to 
rebellion for some time; yet kept close to 
meetings both First and week-days, when | 
could get away without my mother’s know- 
ledge,—though I knew not why | went, for | 
liked not their way of preaching, but was al- 
ways best pleased with silent meetings.” 

“In the year 1754, and in the sixteenth 
year of my age, came from Worcestershire, in 
Old England, on a religious visit to the church- 
es of Christ in America, Catharine Payton, in 
company with Mary Peisley from Ireland. 


and fervent were the breathings of my soul, 
that | might be enabled to stick close to the 
‘terms made in this, the day of my humilia- 
tion.” 

Such was the condition of mind of the young 
maiden, who was rightly judged by Anthony 
Benezet to have written the letter to Catharine 
Payton, before referred to. Catharine, on 

|considering the matter, felt most easy to an- 
swer that communication, which she did, and 
gave what she wrote into the hands of Antho- 
ny, to deliver. Rebecca Jones’s mother had 
become very jealous of Friends, and very 
much opposed to her daughter’s attending their 
meetings, and Anthony found it a matter of 
some difficulty to place the document in the 
young girl’s hand, 

In regard to her letter and this answer, Re- 


I was at divers meetings in this city with the| becca Jones writes: ‘* My love to this instru- 





who was bleating for admittance into the fold! aforesaid Friend, and heard divers testimonies|ment [C. P.] in the Lord’s hand was very 
of Grace, was ala loss to know where she | which she bore, with which was much pleas-| great, and ona certain time, being reduced 
should find her, and how she should recognize|ed; but like many others, I only heard and | very low in my mind, under the consideration 


her. Tradition says she applied to her Friend| sought not to learn the way to salvation in 


Anthony Benezet ; who on reading the letter, | 
and being asked if he could tell the author, 
answered, “I don’t know,—unless it be romp- 
ing Beck Jones.” 

Rebecca Jones, to whom Anthony referred 
under the above characteristic title, was born | 


jof my many and deep transgressions, I took 
sincerity. But forever blessed, and praised| up my pen, and opened a little of my condi- 
be the great Minister of all ministers, and|tion to her, though | was afraid to sign my 
Bishop of souls, who in his abundant compas-|name to it. | watched an opportunity and 
sion to a poor creature, in the very road that| slipped it into her hand, just as she was going 
leads to the chambers of death, was gracious- | into meeting ; and in two days after I received 
ly pleased through his handmaid to set my |by the hands of one of her Friends, the follow- 
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ing answer, which as it had a blessed effect in| have been glad to attend their meetings. The ‘hold of my mind. I thought in that time it 
encouraging my mind reverently to confide in|case of Samuel W. Clarke, of Rhode Island, | was, as it had been in the time of the law, 
the Lord’s infinite mercy, | here transcribe at| will suggest itself probably to many of our| when the people went to certain places to offer 
large, peradventure it may revive the hope of | readers. His parents were Baptists, but about| sacrifices; and I thought | went among the 
some afflicted soul. his seventh or eighth year, at his particular! rest: but when I came thither, [ was so poor 
“ Philadelphia, Fourth month 1,1755. | request, they permitted him to sit with Friends | had nothing to offer: and it seemed as if it 

“ ¢ Dear Child :—I have carefully read over|in their meetings. After a time the members| was said unto me, * The heart is sufficient.’ 
thy letter, and from a tenderness of spirit,)of the Monthly Meeting at Greenwich, at his|‘Thereupon | gladly offered it up: and have 
which I feel towards thee, conceive much hope | request, granted him the privilege of attending | 


. ever since desired to keep nothing back,—even 
that thou wilt do well, if thou keep to that| those for discipline. This young lad ripened|as Jeptha’s daughter willingly resigned her- 


Power which has visited thee. Which, as it}soon for heaven, being gathered by death in| self: which I have often thought of, though I 
has already appeared as a Light to convince| 1815, when only nine years old. A similar | did not for a time apprehend how she could be 
thee of sin, will, if thou wilt suffer it, destroy | case has recently occurred,—and a very infant | offered up, and her life preserved ; but now I 
it in thy heart. Which dispensation being al-|in age, touched by Divine Grace,—drawn by | believe it was, that she might live a holy vir- 
ready begun, is the reason of that anguish of|an attraction which he could probably have | gin life.” ‘“ When | had offered up my all, 
spirit, which thou feelest, which will lessen | found no words to explain, has become con-|even my whole heart, | found the bitter cup [ 
gradually as thou art assisted to overcome. [stant in the attendance of Friends’ meetings, | had to drink become more tolerable; and in 

*“* And be not too much discouraged, nei-/and on application, has been permitted to sit | 








ther at what thou hast committed against the 
Lord, nor yet what thou mayst have to suffer 
for Him ; for though thy sins may have been 
as scarlet, he is able and willing to make thy 
heart as snow, upon thy sincere repentance, 
and humble walking in his fear; and also to 
give thee strength to do whatsoever he com- 
mands thee. If thou art willing and obedient 
for the future, thou shalt eat the good of the 
land, in the Lord’s time; and as thou hast 
been already instructed that ‘thou shalt only 
receive consolation as thou art fit for it,’—wait 
patiently,—and let the administration of con- 
demnation be fully perfected ; so shall the ad. 
ministration of light and peace be more clear 
and strong; which will assuredly come upon 
thee if thou abid’st faithful to that Power, 
which has visited thee. Thou desirest me to 
explain some portions of scripture to thee which 
I had to mention,—which [| am willing to do 
as far as the mentioning of them respects thy 
state ; which I believe was to bring forth the 
fruits of purity and love to God; which will 
be manifested only by thy obedience ; and that 
thou may not rest in any thing short of the 
knowledge of His power revealed in thy heart, 
as a Refiner and Teacher, nor place thy hap- 
piness in anything short of his salvation. 

“1 go out of town to-morrow ; and not 
knowing thy name by thy letter, know not 
how to get to speak to thee, and have therefore 
committed the care of this to A. Benezet, who, 
I believe, will use his best endeavours to con- 
vey it to thee, 

“ ¢ Farewell! and may the Lord continue to 
bless thee. I conclude in much haste thy sym- 
pathizing Friend, 

“ * CaTHARINE PayTon, 

««P,S. | had rather thou kept this to thy- 
self; and be sure be careful how thou tellest 
thy condition to such who have no knowledge 
of it.’ 

** On the receiving and reading this letter, 
my heart was melted into great tenderness 
before the Lord, and my mind encouraged to 
trust in his boundless mercy, thus extended to 
a poor unworthy creature. My resolutions 
were daily strengthened in remembering that, 
‘at what time soever the wicked turneth from 
his wickedness, and doth that which is lawful 
and right, he shall save his soul alive.’ ” 

The case of Rebecca Jones is one among 
many instances of young children, not mem- 
bers of the religious Society of Friends, who 


process of time, by keeping mine eye fixed 
| those for discipline. —An anecdote is told of a| over all visibles to the invisibles, | found that 
little boy, of about 8 years of age, who was a/| peace which the world cannot give, to flow ag 
pupil at a school in Pine street, the teacher of a gentle stream; and that Comforter which 
which attended Friends’ meeting close by, on |the world cannot receive, | found to be near, 
Fourth-day, with his scholars. The mother | bearing up my spirit, and giving me faith to 
of this child was a Moravian by education, | believe I should be carried over all the fiery 
who having lost one of her children by death, | trials | had toencounter. And now | have to 
was greatly affected therewith, and endeavour-| believe, it was in love to my svul that I was 
ed to find consolation in attending places of| deprived of thoge outward enjoyments the ge- 
worship. She went to many, but did not ob-|nerality of the people have, that my time 
tain relief, and thought in her religious exer-| might be wholly devoted to the work of regen- 
cises she should find no one to sympathize,— | eration; and as | advanced therein, | found 
no body of professing Christians with whom |that concern increase which had been on my 
she could unite. She was sitting one day in| mind more or less, even from about ten years 
great distress, shedding many tears, when her | old, on my dear father’s account; often desir- 
little son entered the room. He went to her, | ing that he might live till he was old—and for 
— her by the hand, and began to weep | what reason | forbear to mention, I say, that 
aloud. No words passed to unfold to him the | concern so increased for the sake of my dear 
feelings of his mother. At last he asked what | father, who was removed to Pennsylvania, that 
ailed her,—what made her cry so much ? add-|1 could no more forget [him], then | could for- 
ing, “I wish you would come to one of the! get my own body, which | had before freely 
meetings our school goes to; | am sure it) resigned,—even as Jeptha’s daughter did for 
would do you good.” The child had found|the sake of her father,—and in the spirit of 
consolation there,—and the mother strongly | prayer and with many tears, | was [requently 
stirred by the affectionate invitation, could not | drawn forth to intercede for my near and dear 
but accept it. She found that for which she| relations and [riends, whose kindness was at 
had sought,—doctrines which she could own, | that time and has been ever since very great 
—a people with whom she could unite. She|towards me; so that I have no cause to 
is said to have been ever after a diligent at-| murmur ; but, on the contrary, the overflow- 
tender of Friends’ meeting,—to have found | ings of Divine love to my soul, has at times 
consolation in earthly sorrow,—and to have| made my wearisome bed, and the cords where- 
been enabled through Divine Grace, to die in| with | am bound, delightsome to me: let glo- 
peace, full of faith and hope. ry and honour be ascribed unto Him who is 
(To be continued.) | wanting to them who love and fear 
im ! 

“| hope I may not be thought boasting, if I 
mention one more affecting visit | have lately 
had by John Elliott, Jun., a sober young man 
of Philadelphia, who came about thirty miles, 
from New York, accompanied by our worthy 
Friend Samuel Nottingham to see me. Though 
while they stayed, which was but a short time, 
I could not believe that any one should take 
so much pains to see such a poor object as [ 
In looking back upon her life this year,|am; yet | afterwards thought it was an act of 
Clements Willis remarks:—“In the year| Providence to satisfy my longing desires afier 
1728, this rheumatism first came upon me, in| my near and dear relations and friends in 
the 19th year of my age; and by degrees it| Pennsylvania and Philadelphia. Oh, that my 
ebbed and flowed for four years and a-half.| future conduct may be suitable to such mani- 
In that time I kept my bed, for a little space.” | festations of supreme love, which are ofien be- 
“In the year 1733, I was the second time con- | stowed upon those who are as poor as Laza- 
fined to my bed: and for years that passed |rus—only with this distinction, Lazarus beg- 
many things are now quite gone from me: but| ged for temporal crumbs, but we don’t find he 
one thing | cannot forget which took great} had them: but I, poor I, have hitherto by Di- 














For “ The Friend.” 
THE EFFICACY OF DIVINE GRACE, 
Exhibited in the 
LIFE OF CLEMENTS WILLIS, 
Who was bedridden 39 years. 
(Continued from page 223.) 
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vine assistance, had no need to beg for any | 
temporal support, but have had all my wants 
well supplied by my good Friends, unto whom 
I hope | shall not be ungrateful.” 

1765, she notes :—“ | ofien look upon my- 
selfas one alone in a barren wilderness, en- 
compassed with rubbish, briars, and thorns, 
which often reach [as it were] even to the 
soul : and then again, the mountains on every 
side seem very discouraging, and mine eyes 
are often watered with tears, when no mortal 
sees me ; yet | hope that all-searching, pene- 
trating Eye, which beheld poor Hagar of old 
in her distress, will, in time, have pity, and 
release my long-imprisoned soul ; but till then, 
I beg for patience, for [mine] seems almost at 
times to be spent. 

“| have been removed more than twenty 
times in 82 years; the last place was to Row- 
land Pearsall’s, at the hollow, near Bethpage, 
who had seven children ; and though the noise 
of children had formerly been tedious for me 
to bear, yet | have since met with that which 
is so much harder, that I count that as no- 
thing, especially if they are good children, as 
I take these to be: and besides, | have under- 
taken to learn two of them their books, which 
is a little employ to my satisfaction. 1 had 
not been long in the family before their young- 
est child, being 14 months old, was very sick, 
near unto death, as was thought, for many 
days; however it recovered; which brought 
to my mind, how that in all the places that | 
had been at in 32 years, but one died under 
the same roof where | was; which [| thought 
remarkable, though many had been very 
sick. 





(To be continued.) 
——_— -- 

John Quincy Adams and the Bible.—The 
following sentiments of this venerated man 
will bear to be repeated at thistime. In a let- 
ter to his son, in 1811, he says:—“I have 
for many years made it a practice to read 
through the Bible once every year. My cus- 
tom is, to read four or five chapters every 
morning, immediately after rising from -my 
bed. It employs about an hour of my time, 
and seems to me the most suitable manner of 
beginning the day. In what light soever we 
regard the Bible, whether with reference to 
revelation, to history, or to morality, it is an 
invaluable and inexhaustible mine of know- 
ledge and virtue.”—Late Paper. 





To Keep Birds from Fruit, &c.—The fol- 
lowing plan, which | discovered by accident, 
is, | think, perfectly efficacious. One of my 
servants having by chance broken a looking- 
glass, it occurred to me that the broken pieces 
suspended by a string, so as to turn freely in 
every direction, would give the appearance of 
something moving about, which would alarm 
the birds. I accordingly tried the plan, and 
find that no bird, not even the most fool hardy 
of them (a nest of newly-fledged sparrows), 
dare come near. They had attacked my peas. 
On suspending a few bits of the looking-glass 
amongst them, the marauders left the place.— 
The tomtits attacked my Seckel pears (which 
they seem very partial to); a bit of looking- 
glass suspended in front of the tree put a stop 


to the mischief. My grapes were next much 
damaged, before they were ripe, by thrushes 
and starlings ; a piece of looking-glass drove 
these away, and nota grape was touched after- 
wards, Ihave before tried many plans, but 
never found any so effectual as the above.— 
Gard. Chron. 





Selected. 
FORGIVE. 


Father! my sins are manifold; against my life they 
cry; 

And all my guilty deeds foregone, up to thy teniple 
fi . 


Wilt thou release my trembling soul, that to despair 
is driven? 

‘ Forgive,’ a blessed voice replied, ‘and thou shalt be 
JSorgiven.’ 


My foemen, Lord, are fierce and fell; they spurn me 
in their pride; 

They render evil for my good; my patience they de- 
ride; 

Arise, my King ! and be the proud to righteous ruin 
driven !— 

‘ Forgive,’ the awful answer came, ‘as thou would’st 
be forgiven!” 


Seven times, O Lord, ‘I’ve pardoned them: seven 
limes they’ve sinned again ; 

They practise still to work me woe, and triumph in 
my pain; 

But let them dread my vengeance now, to just resent- 
ment driven! 

‘ Forgive, the voice in thunder spake, ‘ork NEVER BE 
FORGIVEN!’ 


Heber. 
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The Annual Report of The Tract Associa- 
tion of Friends, will be found in our paper of 
to-day, page 226. We think our readers will 
be struck with the very wide extent of country 
over wifich these tracts are scattered,—and 
the many opportunities afforded of their being 
useful. Testimony has been given by those 
who distribute these silent messengers of good, 
of the readiness with which travellers in steam- 
boats, canal boats, &c., receive them ; and the 
distributors are often gratified by soon behold- 
ing the acceptors busily engaged in their in- 
structive contents. Who will say, that seed 
thus sown, may not spring up in grateful luxu- 
riance? What is said in the following extract 
of writing a good book, is generally applicable 
to the circulating of interesting and instructive 
works :-— 

“The writing of a good book is a capital 
investment of talent and piety. The stock 
does not depreciate, and the interest is sure. 
Money may be made to multiply itself, and 
when thus multiplied, it may do mischief to its 
owner and his children here, and be of no 
avail to them hereafter. Not so with sancti- 
fied talent, embodied in a book. It does its 
owner good; it cannot injure his family ; it 
may benefit a whole generation, nay, many 
generations.” 

A daily paper says, That the clause in the 
new constitution of Illinois, giving negroes the 
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right of suffrage, has been adopted by t 


Me peo- 
ple, by a vote of 6,313 to 751. 





DAVID SANDS. 


The following announcement will be inter- 
esting information to our readers, especially 
those of them who from personal knowledge 
cherish the memory of that eminently gifted 
and dignified minister of the Gospel. 


New York, Third mo. 24th, 1848, 
To the Editor of “ The Friend :” 

We publish next month a “ Journal of the 
Life and Gospel labours of David Sands, with 
Selections from. his Correspondence,” in a 
12mo, volume of about 312 pages, from ster- 
eotype plates, in neat cloth binding, at the 
moderate price of 624 cents. ‘ 

Cotuins & Brorner, 
No. 254 Pear! street. 





Friends in the country who may wish to 
have coloured boys or girls on their farms, 
from 8 to 14 years old, may apply to the Bed. 
ford street School, between South and Shippen 

| streets, and above Seventh. 





TRIBUTE FOR THE NEGRO. 


| Now in the press, “ A Tribute for the Ne- 
| gro; being a Vindication of the Moral, Intel- 
| lectual, and Religious capabilities of the Col- 
|oured portion of mankind, with particular 
reference to the African Race. Illustrated by 
Authentic Facts, Biographical 
Sketches, Testimonies of Travellers, Mission- 
aries, &c., by Witson Armisteap, of Leeds, 
England.” ‘The work will be printed in the 
best style, on fine paper, and consist of about 
500 pages 8vo., beautifully bound. 
Price to subscribers $3; to non-subscribers 
$4. Names of subseribers received by 
Henry Lonesrrern, 
Bookseller, 347 Market street, Philada. 





RECEIPTS, 


Received of Jehu Fawcett, agent, Salem, Ohio, for 
self, J. Stafford, R. B. Fawcett, and Samuel Street, 
| $2 each, vol. 21; from Benjamin Antram, $2, to 26, 
vol. 22; Joseph Brantingham, $2, to 17, vol. 22; D. 
Whinery, $2, to 20, vol. 22; R. Boone, $2, to 24, vol. 
22 ; J. W. Johnson, $4, vols. 20 and 21; Edw. Bon. 
sall, Jr., $2, vol. 20; M. J. Fawcett, $4, vols. 20 and 
| 21; and Daniel Koll, $2, to 17, vol. 22; of Christopher 
| Ellwood, Hillsgrove, Pa., per C. Ellis, $2, vol. 21. 





Bible Association of Friends in America. 


The annual mecting of the Bible Association 
of Friends in America, will be held in the com- 
mittee-room, Arch street meeting-house, on 
Seventh-day evening, the 15th instant, at 8 
o'clock, 

Friends of both sexes who feel an interest 
in the subject are particularly invited to attend. 

Cuarves Extis, Secretary. 

Philada., Fourth month, 1848, 





Maraiep, on Fifth-day, the 6th inst. at Friends’ 
meeting, Mulberry street, Francis Licurroot, and 
Ant, daughter of Joseph Walton, all of Philadelphia. 





Diep, on the 31st of Third month, Rutn Anna, 
wife of Caleb Taylor, of West Grove, Chester county, 
and daughter of Charles and Mercy Paxson. 








